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As Congress resumes its of-Tax plan that | introduced in the tional expenses. Similar to ef-
ficial legislative session follow- Senate, the IRS reform bill is anforts | undertook several years
ing a week-long respite, | thoughtimportant first step toward the re-ago, this Congress passed legis-
itimportant to emphasize severalalization of comprehensive taxlation to make the failure to pay
important accomplishments thatreform. In particular, the IRS child support a felony. Parents
benefit all hard-working Ameri- Reform bill will ensure that tax- who fail to honor their responsi-
cans. This list—which highlights payers are treated fairly by cre-bilities to their children not only
only a few of our legislative ac- ating a new arsenal of taxpayelfjeopardize the health and welfare
complishments—is an important protections. It will also increase of those children, but fail to set a
reminder of the difference a Re-oversight of the agency to preventexample for those children. This
publican Congress makes in im-abuses, and will hold IRS em-Congress recognized that
proving the quality of life for all ployees accountable for their ac-hardworking taxpayers should
Americans. In particular, thesetions, while rewarding those em-not be forced to pick up the tab
accomplishments have a coupleployees who work to ensure thatfor parents who refuse to provide
of critical elements in common: the taxpayer is treated fairly. It's for their children. In fact, the tim-
they help to restore fundamentainot complete tax code reform, buting for such an important legis-
freedoms while encouragingthese improvements are steps itative initiative has never been
greater opportunity. the right direction. more important. A parent is a

In keeping with our commit- Another important accom- chief role model for his/her chil-
ment to return freedom to indi- plishment of this Congress wasdren, and the example that the
vidual Americans, this Congressthe passage of the Surface Trangsarent sets by honoring his/her
has passed not only the first balportation Act of 1997, otherwise responsibilities cannot be over-
anced budget in a generation, buteferred to as the ISTEA bill. stated—to the child or to society.
also proposals to provide This bill uses the money Americalt is the parent who the child is
hardworking Americans with collects in gas taxes to build andmost likely to emulate, and
much needed tax relief. Whilerepair U. S. highways, maintainwhose values, lessons and opin-
we have a ways to go before webridges, and support mass transiions will be mirrored by the child.
enact the type of tax relief that I programs. In addition, this bill The education system in this
believe is necessary for contin-provided a full 52 percent in- nation and our state of Alabama
ued economic prosperity into thecrease in the federal govern-has reached a critical juncture.
next century, this is indeed an aciment’s commitment to highway Our children are not as prepared
complishment. spending compared to the las@s they need to be when they

We also passed legislation tohighway reauthorization bill. graduate, nor when they are pro-
reform the Internal Revenue Ser-Transportation infrastructure hasmoted from one grade to the next.
vice. This important legislation, never been more importantto ourThe legislation passed by this
which is headed to the Presidenstate. In fact, it means the differ-Congress provides power and re-
for his signature, will help to re- ence between a thriving statesources for local school districts
turn much needed accountabilityeconomy, and one that is unabldo hire teachers, buy more com-
to the IRS. The American tax- to attract new business becauseuters, and build more schools.
payer deserves greater protectiomf an unworkable and inefficient It also gives parents incentives
from overzealous bureaucrats, andiighway transportation system.and more control to expand op-
from a system that assumes thenThe agreement also containedportunities for their children,
guilty. There are literally count- $1.89 billion for the Appalachian while testing and rewarding
less examples of play-by-the-rulesDevelopment Highway Systemteachers for classroom excel-
taxpayers who are harassed by thevhich includes Corridors X and lence. Our educational chal-
IRS. While hundreds of peopleV in Alabama. Alabamians werelenges will not be solved over-
contact my office each year re-promised this highway systemnight, but this legislation pro-
counting stories of harassment, lback in 1965 to improve safetyvides an important framework
would guess that there are hunand stimulate economic develop-from which we can begin to bet-
dreds more who don't call becausement. It is time for the Federal ter address many of the problems
they don’t know where to turn. government to live up to its currently plaguing education in
With the passage of this historicpromise and complete this defi-this country.

IRS Reform bill, I have every con- ciency in the interstate system—  While these are only a few
fidence that we will begin to seetogether with the work of the of the important accomplish-
an IRS that spends more timeTransportation Appropriations ments achieved by this Congress,
managing its own finances while Subcommittee, which | chair, thethey are extremely significant. |
taking more care not to harass indISTEA agreement helps to moveshave every confidence that this
nocent taxpayers. us closer to that goal. Republican-led Congress will

While | would prefer to This Congress also passectontinue to place the interests of
scrap our current tax code andmportant legislation to protect hard-working individuals and
replace it with a single, flat-rate our nation’s children, and to help American families at the top of
tax, like the Armey-Shelby Flat parents better provide for educaits agenda.
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As Congress resumes its officialcurrent tax code and replace it with atant legislation to protect our nation’s
legislative session following a week-single, flat-rate tax, like the Armey- children, and to help parents better pro-
long respite, | thought it important to Shelby Flat Tax plan that | introducedvide for educational expenses. Similar
emphasize several important accomin the Senate, the IRS reform bill is anto efforts | undertook several years ago,
plishments that benefit all hard-work-important first step toward the realiza-this Congress passed legislation to make
ing Americans. This list—which high- tion of comprehensive tax reform. Inthe failure to pay child support a felony.
lights only a few of our legislative ac- particular, the IRS Reform bill will en- Parents who fail to honor their responsi-
complishments—is an important re-sure that taxpayers are treated fairly bypilities to their children not only jeopar-
minder of the difference a Republicancreating a new arsenal of taxpayer prodize the health and welfare of those chil-
Congress makes in improving the qualtections. It will also increase oversightdren, but fail to set a example for those
ity of life for all Americans. In particu- of the agency to prevent abuses, and wilthildren. This Congress recognized that
lar, these accomplishments have #&old IRS employees accountable forhardworking taxpayers should not be
couple of critical elements in common:their actions, while rewarding those em-forced to pick up the tab for parents who
they help to restore fundamental freeployees who work to ensure that the taxrefuse to provide for their children. In
doms while encouraging greater opporpayer is treated fairly. It's not complete fact, the timing for such an important leg-
tunity. tax code reform, but these improve-islative initiative has never been more

In keeping with our commitment ments are steps in the right direction. important. A parent is a chief role model
to return freedom to individual Ameri- Another important accomplish- for his/her children, and the example that
cans, this Congress has passed not onfgent of this Congress was the passagie parent sets by honoring his/her re-
the first balanced budget in a generaef the Surface Transportation Act of sponsibilities cannot be overstated—to
tion, but also proposals to providel997, otherwise referred to as the ISTEAhe child or to society. It is the parent
hardworking Americans with much bill. This bill uses the money America who the child is most likely to emulate,
needed tax relief. While we have a waysollects in gas taxes to build and repaiand whose values, lessons and opinions
to go before we enact the type of taxU. S. highways, maintain bridges, andwill be mirrored by the child.
relief that | believe is necessary for consupport mass transit programs. Inaddi-  The education system in this nation
tinued economic prosperity into the nextion, this bill provided a full 52 percent and our state of Alabama has reached a
century, this is indeed an accomplishincrease in the federal govern-ment'scritical juncture. Our children are not as
ment. commitment to highway spending com-prepared as they need to be when they

We also passed legislation to repared to the last highway reauthoriza-graduate, nor when they are promoted
form the Internal Revenue Service. Thidion bill. Transportation infrastructure from one grade to the next. The legisla-
important legislation, which is headedhas never been more important to oution passed by this Congress provides
to the President for his signature, willstate. In fact, it means the differencepower and resources for local school dis-
help to return much needed accountabilbetween a thriving state economy, andricts to hire teachers, buy more comput-
ity to the IRS. The American taxpayerone that is unable to attract new busiers, and build more schools. It also gives
deserves greater protection from overness because of an unworkable and inparents incentives and more control to ex-
zealous bureaucrats, and from a systeefficient highway transportation system.pand opportunities for their children,
that assumes them guilty. There are litThe agreement also contained $1.89 bilwhile testing and rewarding teachers for
erally countless examples of play-by-lion for the Appalachian Development classroom excellence. Our educational
the-rules taxpayers who are harassed ifighway System which includes Cor- challenges will not be solved overnight,
the IRS. While hundreds of people confidors X and V in Alabama. Alabam- but this legislation provides an important
tact my office each year recounting stoians were promised this highway sys-framework from which we can begin to
ries of harassment, | would guess thatem back in 1965 to improve safety ancbetter address many of the problems cur-
there are hundreds more who don't calstimulate economic development. It isrently plaguing education in this country.
because they don’t know where to turntime for the Federal government to live While these are only a few of the
With the passage of this historic IRS Reup to its promise and complete this deimportant accomplishments achieved by
form bill, | have every confidence thatficiency in the interstate system—to- this Congress, they are extremely signifi-
we will begin to see an IRS that spendgiether with the work of the Transporta-cant. | have every confidence that this
more time managing its own financestion Appropriations Subcommittee, Republican-led Congress will continue to
while taking more care not to harass inwhich | chair, the ISTEA agreement place the interests of hard-working indi-
nocent taxpayers. helps to moves us closer to that goal. viduals and American families at the top

While | would prefer to scrap our This Congress also passed imporof its agenda.
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